[New antiepileptic drugs and neuropathic pain. From molecular medicine to clinical practice].
Neuropathic pain is a phenomenon characterized by a high prevalence in population that may be originated by very different etiologies. In contrast to nociceptive pain, painful signal is originated in the nervous system, it presents poor responses to conventional treatments and may worsen the quality of life. Antiepileptic drugs have demonstrated its effectiveness in the treatment of this pathology, and owing to the important development of these drugs in the last years, they may become a very effective tool. On the other hand, the best knowledge of the physiopathology of nociception is providing new channels and receptors as targets to treat. In this paper we try to review the different potential therapeutical targets and antiepileptic drugs in the treatment of this pathology.